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state senator, and the Unicameral, the state leeislature,
has no business interfer1ng with rates relative to
natural gas. I was told, personally, to keeo my nose out
of it. I submit to each and every one of us in here,
think we should get our noses in. It 1s rather 1nterest inc,
within the last two years, douglas, Washington and sarov
County have experienced an increase of 45$ in the cost or
natural gas. Within the past few weeks, Fas consumers
have been asked to bear an additional 22< increase and, o<
course, Just like clockwork, Northern Natural Oas 1s
again in the process of filing for another increase 1n
April of l975. It was rather interesting at a recent. nuhlic
hearing of the Pub11c Works Committee, a top "Iorthern of«
cial told the committee that the surge in rates has not
passed. Also interesting is Just last week that the
Metropolitan Ut111ties District's board has aporoved a
1978 budget of some 185, again additional cost beinw
passed on to the consumer. I would 11ke to see the State
Leg1slature pass this resolution this morning for the mere
purpose of being able to present this resolut1on to the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission at their pub11c hear
ing February 28 in Washington. I don't know if ever
Nebraska has spoken loud enough to let the people in Wash
ington know that we care about the consumer here 1n the
State of Nebraska. I think all too often we deoend solelv
on '-IUD or whomever. For example, in Douglas County, it is

who is supposedly suppose to be protecting the consumer
and they supposedly are suppose to be in )rashineton inter
vening for the consumer. Yes, I did read the intervention,
the petition that was filed by MUD, and believe me, ladies
and gentlemen, it certainly doesn't hold very much water
as far as I am concerned and I am sure the Federal Enerzv
Regulatory Commission feels the same way. I don't know whv
MUD has not protested loud enough, apparently they haven' t
protested loud enough in Washington. I w111 be haooy to
supply each member of this body with that oetition that
has been filed by MUD. In addition, I would hone that ir
this resolution does pass, we will Join with eir ht other states
and I think that this w111 have a substantial 1mpact as to what
kina of an increase Northern Natural will get as for ' ov".
Presently, I, as a state senator, and I, as a consumer o" nat
ural gas, am in the process of personallv f111ng a ne .ition
for intervention before the Federal Fnergy Regulatorv Com
mission in Washington on february 28th oI' next month and 7
know that I will be meeting w1th officials from eiaht other
states and hopefully the cost that Northern Natural has
asked for of some 109 million dollars will be substantiallv
decreased as a result of our intervention and I will present
this resolution, 1f passed this morning, to each member or
the Regulatory Commission, the Energy Commission, in Wash
ington attesting the adoption of this resolut1on and the
concern that this Unicameral has for the consumers o~
natural gas in the State of Nebraska.

PRESIDENT: Do you have an amendment, <r . Clerk? Excuse me,
Senator Venditte, have you completed your remarks'?

SENATOR VENDITTE: Yes, mr. Pres1dent.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. We probablv will be back further.

CLEIIK: Mr. President, Senator Maxey moves to amend Lw 1%1
to 1nclude Lancaster after Washlnmton County. h at i s
offered by Senator Maxey.

PRESIDENT: Senator Maxey.


